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A Novel 
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“Any time you’ve got homicides that aren’t solved, the lives of the victims remain 
incomplete they’re still haunting us, they’re still restless.”   

Jigsaw John’ St. John, LAPD 
 

These words set the scene for the gripping story of Clive January, founder of the first 
Black investment bank on Wall Street. He had everything, money, a beautiful wife and an 
even more beautiful mistress. But it’s all stripped from him when he’s shot from behind 
and killed. As he lies dying, he hears voices from another world telling him that he must 
look back; he must find out who killed him or he will never have peace. 
       As his life is played out in front of him, Clive remembers who he was before the 
wealth and the fame. The poor boy in the segregated South, whose world is rocked by 
tragedy, his rise on Wall Street littered with the necessary sacrifices of success, the envy 
and enemies surrounding him.  Ultimately his ghost must work with the white detective 
assigned to his case.  

Detective Bob is a man haunted by his own demons and determined to prove that 
he can still crack a case.  His gift, a second set of “eyes”, allow him to see into the lives 
of victims. Clive’s spirit communicates with him through dreams and visions in the hope 
that if Detective Bob can see what came before he can solve the crime and Clive’s soul 
can be released from the netherworld where he is trapped.  
        A DEAD MEAN SPEAKS has the plot twists, complex characters and a surprise 
ending of the best murder mysteries but with more, the message of the redemptive power 
of love and forgiveness. Because when Clive finally realizes who killed him, he is also 
shown that his soul cannot achieve peace without forgiving the murderer.  A DEAD 
MAN SPEAKS is like no ordinary murder mystery, it's about two men finding that hate 
is what ultimately kills, and that only forgiveness gives life, in this world and the next.           
 

 In her debut novel, Lisa Jones Johnson has crafted a richly textured murder 
mystery which captures the essence of an era from the Civil Rights Movement to the 
radical sixties to the self absorbed eighties but through the eyes of the ghost of a 
tragically flawed man whose life is snatched from him by forces that he understands only 
in death. A DEAD MAN SPEAKS will break new ground as a supernatural murder 
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mystery that uses historical flashpoints as a backdrop for the exploration of the universal 
themes of life and death. 
 
Advance Praise: 
       “Masterfully and uniquely plotted, Lisa gives us not only a great mystery, but also a 
gripping take on the Civil Rights Movement.  Don’t miss this one.  I’m already waiting 
for Lisa’s next book.” 
- Stephen J. Cannell, Television producer, writer and NYT best selling author of COLD 
HIT 

# # # 
 
About the Author 
Lisa Jones Johnson has extensive experience in entertainment and media. She graduated 
with honors from Harvard University and Harvard Law School and initially practiced 
corporate law in New York City for Debevoise & Plimpton. During her five years at the 
firm, she concentrated on mergers and acquisitions and leveraged buyouts representing a 
diverse client list including the buyout firm Kelso & Company, American Airlines, KLM 
Airlines, Prudential Life Insurance Company, and Citibank. Prior to coming to CE she 
served for five years as Executive Vice President of Development and Operations for 
Western International Syndication a major independent television production/distribution 
company. Her past experience also includes: serving as the acting Chief Operating 
Officer of Al Anwa, a privately-held real estate portfolio valued at $800 million that 
included the Ritz Carlton Hotels in New York, Houston, Aspen, and Washington D.C.; 
Executive Producing multiple television programs including game shows, one-hour 
television series, Movies of the Week, and variety shows; as well as negotiating CBS’s 
billion dollar deal with Major League Baseball, which was one of the largest television 
rights deals at the time. Her Executive Producer credits include over 130 half-hour 
episodes for broadcast television as well as a two-hour made for television movie and 22 
one-hour episodes for first run syndication. This is her first novel. 
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